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COMESA &
GOVERNMENT OF RWANDA

5-6 SEPTEMBER 2016
KIGALI CONVENTION
CENTRE, RWANDA

Delivering international
trade and investment to
Africa’s most dynamic
region.
The global market leading
investment platform
(TGAIS) launches on the
African continent.

� Heads of state from

COMESA, SADC and EAC

� 1,000 business and political
leaders in attendance

� Investors in control
of US$200 billion

� Access to ministers and private
sector from across COMESA,
SADC and EAC

� 50+ VIP speakers
� Sector-focussed sessions:

Manufacturing, Power,
Agribusiness, Infrastructure,
ICT

� Topical debate from global and
African thought-leaders

� Dedicated networking sessions
� Exhibition showcase from
Sponsored by:

Tripartite investment
promotion agencies

� Private government-investor
bilateral meetings

� Roundtables highlighting
regional investment
opportunities

Under the patronage of

His Excellency Paul Kagame, President, Republic of Rwanda

Register to attend at:

TGAISComesaRwanda.com

TGAIS - COMESA RWANDA
The Global African Investment Summit

About TGAIS - COMESA Rwanda
The Global African Investment Summit
(TGAIS) is the largest investment platform
specifically designed to deploy international
investment into Africa.
Established in October 2014, the summit
has rapidly developed into a market leading
investment platform, providing a unique
meeting place for global investors and public
and private sector African project owners
and influencers.
Following the phenomenal success of the
London summit last December (which
attracted over 1,500 delegates who control
over US$425 billion of funds, and achieved
tangible results in the form of deployed
investment, letters of intent and MOUs
between government and investors),
September 2016 sees the launch of the first
TGAIS on the African continent.
New for 2016
The Global African Investment Summit
COMESA & Government of Rwanda will
debut at the new Kigali Convention Centre in
Rwanda on the 5th and 6th September 2016.
Held under the high patronage of His
Excellency Paul Kagame, President of the
Republic of Rwanda, and in partnership with
COMESA and Government of Rwanda, the
summit seeks to drive trade and investment
into Africa’s most dynamic region, with
Rwanda hosting the first edition to take
place on the continent.
The summit in Kigali will attract over
1,000 public and private sector leaders
representing US$200 billion of funds and
with an interest in the investment, trade and
business opportunities arising in the region.
Delegates include African heads of states,
government ministers and senior officials,
chief executive officers and chairmen, who
will gather over two days with the specific
intent to transact on project opportunities
and deploy the investment to create core
infrastructure in the region that will
facilitate the movement of goods and people.

The land-mark Tripartite Free Trade
Area (TFTA)
The summit themes and programme agenda
will closely reflect the ambition of the
landmark Tripartite arrangement, which
26 heads of state endorsed in June 2015,
to economically integrate Africa’s three
major regional economic communities – the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA), the Southern African
Development Community (SADC), and the
East African Community (EAC).
Together, the three economic blocks will
create the largest trading block in Africa,
comprising 26 countries, 620 million
consumers, a combined GDP of almost $1.2
trillion USD, and spanning half the continent
from Cairo to Cape Town. By harmonising
trade policies, removing trade barriers and
promoting trade facilitation, the TFTA aims
to reap enormous benefits for the regions’
economies and populations.
TGAIS – COMESA Rwanda will provide the
stage to debate, inform, exchange ideas and
engage stakeholders, to support the ambition
of achieving a prosperous common market.

WELCOME
In partnership with COMESA and Government of Rwanda

Under the Patronage of
His Excellency Paul Kagame

His Excellency
Paul Kagame
President, Republic of Rwanda
The Government of Rwanda is delighted
to partner with dmg :: events, COMESA,
EAC and SADC in hosting the 2016 Global
African Investment Summit in Kigali.
Regional integration is crucial to the
development of Africa and we fully believe
that the summit will expedite investment
into priority regional projects that will result
in the social and economic development of
our people.
Rwanda’s Institutions shall work with
our partners to facilitate more Private
investment to our region – we have worked
for 2 years with The Global African
Investment Summit and want to optimise
the potential of what this Summit can bring
to Rwanda and our region.
I am therefore delighted to welcome you to
the 2016 Global African Investment Summit
Kigali, and urge you to join us on this
exciting journey of Africa’s economic growth
and development.

His Excellency
Paul Kagame
President, Republic of Rwanda

“Regional integration
is crucial to the
development of
Africa and we
fully believe that
the summit will
expedite investment
into priority regional
projects that will
result in the social
and economic
development of our
people.”

PROGRAMME AGENDA
In partnership with COMESA and Government of Rwanda

Foreword from the Secretary General of COMESA
Sindiso Ngwenya
Secretary General
COMESA

In the COMESA region, the private
investment inflows share is still low compared
to the rest of the world. The region recorded
foreign direct investment (FDI) worth $16
billion during the year 2014, which is very
little, compared to the $1.23 trillion global
FDI flow the same year. That investment was
mainly dominated by extractive industries.
Investments in natural resources are
vulnerable by nature and generate fewer
jobs, insufficient technology transfer and
little value addition. However, it is also
encouraging to note that on the side of
domestic and intra-COMESA investment,
an increase is being observed. This reflects
a good sign of confidence by local investors.
We believe that more efforts need to be done
at the public and private sector in our region
to improve our image and make necessary
reforms.
A number of reforms continue to be
implemented at the national level, to sanitize
and make their trade, macro-economics,

infrastructure and social environment more
conducive for doing business.
At the regional level, COMESA has put
in place instruments to facilitate trade
and investment across the region. Trade
facilitation instruments undertaken by
COMESA include among others; One
Cross Border Post, COMESA Virtual Trade
Facilitation System (CVTFS), COMESA Yellow
Card, Regional Customs Transit Guarantee
(RCTG) and Regional Payment Settlement
System (RPSS). Furthermore, COMESA has
established specialized institutions to support
the private sector. These include among
others the PTA Bank, the COMESA_RIA,
CBC, and the Competition Commission.
The Tripartite (COMESA, SADC, EAC)
Free Trade Area (TFTA) will form a largest
single market for trade and investments
in Africa with 26 participating countries,
a combined GDP nearing $1.3 trillion and
close to 625 million consumers. It offers great
opportunities for private sector development
through an expanding market, coupled with
abundant available investment opportunities.
Africa is open for business and welcomes
investors to tap into the region’s productive
capacity across all the sectors.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Francis Gatare
CEO
Rwanda
Development Board

Heba Salama
Director
COMESA Regional
Investment Agency

Thierry Kalonji
Director of Investment
Promotion & Private
Sector Development
COMESA

Paul Sinclair
Director of Africa
dmg :: events

TGAIS - COMESA RWANDA
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2016 programme theme:

How the private sector can help realise the aspiration
of the Africa’s largest single common market
The primary objective of the summit agenda
is to engage the private sector on the TFTA
initiative, and explore how the public and
private sector can work together to help
realise the aspiration of Africa’s largest
single market.
The three key areas of the 2016 programme
agenda will address the:

�	Developing of trade and investment

corridors in the TFTA region
�	Attracting investment and private
sector players to enhance the physical
infrastructure to facilitate the movement
of goods and people
�	Creating an environment that enables
harmonisation through policy and
regulation

Why attend?
WHAT’S IN STORE?

WHO ATTENDS?

influencers
�	Topical panel debates featuring public
and private sector thought-leaders
�	Sector-focussed sessions:
Power, Agribusiness, Transport
Infrastructure, ICT
�	Roundtables highlighting regional
investment opportunities
�	Exhibition showcases for regional
investment promotion agencies
�	Private bilateral meetings with global
investors
�	Dedicated networking sessions

of state, ministers, heads of RECs,
investment promotion agency leaders,
and policy makers from Africa and
beyond
�	Executive-level global business
leaders, including: CEOs, CFOs, CIOs,
COOs, Presidents, MDs, VPs, Heads
of Africa/ Government Relations/
Investment Banking
�	Financiers and investors: investment
banks, private equity, sovereign wealth
funds, pension funds, family offices,
UHNWIs, operators
�	International governmental
organisations and multilateral
agencies
�	Professionals services: consultants,
legal advisors, risk consultants,
academics
�	Leading international, regional and
local media and publications

�	Keynotes from top global and African

WHY ATTEND?

�	Identify concrete investment and

business opportunities that arise from
the TFTA
�	Gain access to African heads of state,
government ministers and head of
investment promotion agencies
�	Network with qualified African and
international investors looking for
opportunities and to deploy funds into
the region
�	Debate and tackle business-critical,
African investment and trade issues
�	Build and strengthen crucial
business relationships, networks and
partnerships

�	Senior government officials: Heads

Register your place at the summit for just
$400 (if African based) or $1,500 (rest of the
world).
Book now at www.tgaiscomesarwanda.
com/bookings or contact our sales team
on +44 (0)20 772 6049.
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Get involved
Contact us today to find out about
exclusive opportunities for your business.

Become a sponsor or exhibitor
We provide our commercial partners
with the ideal business platform to achieve
their strategic goals. Contact our team
to request a sponsorship or exhibition
prospectus.
georgerutter@dmgevents.com
tgaiscomesarwanda.com/sponsors
Speaker opportunities
If you are a leading market expert interested
in speaker opportunities, we’d love to hear
from you.
amandabasi@dmgevents.com
Delegate attendance
Register to attend at
TGAISComesaRwanda.com/bookings
or by emailing
georgerutter@dmgevents.com
Media & association partnerships
Join our partner programme to promote and
distribute your publication to our investor
network.
lynneroberjot@dmgevents.com

New Venue
The brand new Kigali Convention Centre
and Hotel promises to be one of the most
prominent meetings, incentives, conferences
and exhibitions destinations in Africa.
Scheduled to open in June 2016, the venue
is valued at more than US$300 million, and
comprising of a five-star hotel, conference
halls and meeting rooms.
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A brand championed by the industry
Geoffrey White
CEO
Agility Africa
“This has become, over time, the
go to conference globally, looking
at Africa and its challenges. This
conference has got the right balance:
what are the challenges, but also
highlighting the opportunities and
good news as well.”

Scott Mackin
Managing Partner & Co-President
Denham Capital
“It is amazing how this summit
has been able to attract a good
combination of business,
government, social and strong
personnel. It’s unparalleled in being
able to do that.”

Bob Collymore
CEO
Safaricom
“This event brings the real decision
makers into contact with each
other: the policy makers, a whole
range of ministers and heads of
state, CEO’s people running capital
markets and, of course, investors.”

Chris Antonopoulos
CEO
Lekela Power
“Everybody who is important in the
African sphere is altogether in one
venue and that, of course, brings a
lot of efficiency.”

2016 SPONSORS AND PARTNERS:
Sponsors:

Associations:

Media Partners:

CO-ORGANISED BY
COMESA was established as an
organisation of free independent
sovereign states which have agreed to
co-operate in developing their natural
and human resources for the good of
all their people.

The Rwanda Development Board was
set up to bring together government
agencies responsible for the entire
investor experience under one roof.

dmg :: events manages over 80 events
in up to 25 countries each year. It is
active in North America, the Middle
East, North Africa, Europe, Asia, and
Australia.

COMESA RIA, one of the institutions
of COMESA, was launched in 2006
with the aim to make the COMESA
region an attractive investment
destination.

“Connecting the
international investment
community with African
project opportunities.”
Paul Kagame
President
Republic of Rwanda
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Register to attend at
TGAISComesaRwanda.com/bookings

